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BLACKSNAKE /* 
YOu FOOL! You 
DION 


PAH GuRE DID. 


(AH DONE WHAT AH 
SWORE TO 90-- WHUT 
AH WAITED Too 
LONG 70 Do. 


KILLED Me RAY 
PALMER. 
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AT LAST/ AK AM MAK 
RIGHTFUL SIZE AGAIN! 
(THS 


BLOO? OW YOUR HANDS, 
Tint THE YOURE GONE 


YOU, CARMICHAEL. GOTA 
MIXED UP WITH PEOPLE LUEGED INTO THE BACK OF 
LiKe YOR, STEEL. YOUR HEAD?! IT MAKES MESICK JUST 
LOOKIN’ AT YOU! HOW COULD YOU 
HAVE SOMETHING LIKE THAT DONE 
TO YOURSELF? 


RAY PALIAER--70 PLUMP HI 
FOR WHAT HE KNOWS. 


> THEY MAZE ILLES: 


DEALS WITH QURAC, 
TREM INFORMATION OF 
METAGENE THAT LET 

CREATE THE JIMA HIS 

TERRORIST GROUP. 


DON'T KNOW WHY CAUSE YOU WERE ENTOVING 
LET YOu TALK M: BECAUSE I MAD NOOTHER, 
INTO DOING WORK CHOI 
FOR YOU ANYWAY, 
STEGL. 


AS UP 10 SOMETHING ILLEGAL! 

I COULDNT TRUST ANYONE IN- 

HOUSE FOR My INVESTIGATION. 
1 HAP 30 GO OUTROE— 


To vou! 


MARLO BEFORE THE CABAL 
K SOMEBODY ELSE COULD 


OR KILL HIM. SO 
FINDOUT WHO 
His CONTACT WITH ThE 
CABAL WAS. 


THATS WHY THE SQUAD 
GETS PAID THE BIG BUCKS, 
WALLER. TO 00" 

NASTY 08S. 


1» IT SOUNDS LIKE THE SQUA’ 
HAS RUN INTOA TAD OF TROUBLE, 


OHHHH! I KNOW OF YOU 
YURR TH MANO’ STEEL, 


NOT? WHATS IT YOU 


. Se 


C5 QUICKLY THOSE NEAR 
AT HANG, YOuR AID 
b> By 5 NeEvED: 


SS 


NOFLIES \) 
ON YOU, GEORGE A. M<CLELLAN! }// 
WE'RE CLEAN Away! 


2 HAVE KILLED, 
BLACKGNAKE-- WHEN I 
WAS PART OF LAETHWENS 


TOKILL. IM TRED 
OF KILLNGS -- OF 
DEATH 


Yu 

JUST CANT STRAND 

ME HERE, PALMER 
AHILL DIES 


OKAY, I WANT TO KNOW WHERE MARLO 1S, 
I WANT TO KNOW WHERE STEEL AND WALLER 
WANTIO KNOW 


WE KNEW THE CABAL 

PROBABLY SEE THROUGH THE 

RUSE, SOWALLER RECRUITE! 
THIS KIO CRAY To BECOME 


BITHER THE CABAL OR 
THE MiCRO/FORCE. 


THINK GO. FOR 
RT, WE FIGHT BESTAGANS 
EAR BRIGHT COSTUMES 


we” 
SOMEWHERE ELSE |’ | 


VERY i 


HiS CHESTAND, 
BAT ON His, AND. 
CERTAIN SEA-KING, TOO. 


THIS OFFICE PRIDES ITSELF... 
GOOD RELATIONS... THE WHOLE 
DARN WETA-HUMAN COMMUNITY. 
T CAN AGBURE 30u, WHATEVER 


ants 


SER AS 


gare, 
) KNOW A SECRET, 
STEEL? THEY 


HES GOING TO STICK 
WITH US FOR AWHILE, mayi 
HELP US FINDANOT 
REPLACEMENT, BEFORE 

HE GOES INTO RE - 


(| EverY DAY, IGO BACK 
AND I REMEMBER THE NAN 
AND FACES OF THOSE Wr 
DIED SINCE ISTARTED THE 
SQUAD. EVERY DAY = 
NUMBER THE DEAD. 


I Wish ICOULP 
SAY THAT EVERYONE 
We've WORKED, FOR 

Fi 


Well, the mystery of the Atom is 
now solved. Since some readers still 

look at the letters pages before they 
read the story, I'll refrain from bean- 
spilling until your lettere start com- 
ing in on this issue, 


Boy, you sure hit the nail on the 
head in your Next Issue Box in SUT- 
CIDE SQUAD #59: *more action than 
you can fit into 22 pages.” The 
Mystery of The Atom is my most 
anticipated storyline of the year, and 
it kills my soul to have to wait anoth- 
er month for its continuation, what 
with Part One being so darn good. 

“Legerdemain” (yep, had to look 
that one up, folks) had key elements 
in it that I have been dying to see. 
The further state of the capture of 
dictator Marlo, carried over from 
the Superman titles was but one. 
The Vertigo/ Lawton, Lawton/Cray 
and Cray/ Boomerbutt thread run- 
ning through your issues is another. 
‘The very heartstopping, long-await- 
ed meeting between Batman and 
Barbara Gordon in her current state 
is yet another (man, I just knew 
that was him speaking on the bot- 
tom of page 16). For some reason, no 
writer in the Batman books has 
attempted this confrontation, and 
it’s been a long time coming (since 
THE KILLING JOKE, actually). 
And of course, Ray Palmer's old pals 
checking into his death. 

At last. 

1 was so worried that his death was 
totally written off, but I should have 
trusted John. He's a continuity buff, 
and I know the comics fan in him—as 
in me—couldn't let this tragedy lie 
still. It is so noble that these three 
especially—Batman, Aquaman and 
Superman—would head the investiga- 
tion. What nostalgia! What tradition! 

For a long time I've been rotting in 
the corner that said Adam Cray was 
really Ray Palmer, but recent events 
have turned me around completely. 
Now the question is, is Ray Palmer 
still alive? Batman’s revelation to 
Barbara on page 18 about the grave 
suggests the negative, but who says 
that body didn’t belong to one of 
those other guys running around 
with the two mites on page 10? 

Ray Palmer has met with such 
tragedy, with his wife betraying him 
and all the other details depicted in 
SWORD OF THE ATOM. But it 
didn’t start there, actually. When 
Steve Englehart was writing JUS- 
TICE LEAGUE OF AMERICA in the 
70's, he gave the Atom an inferiority 
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complex that had him doubting his 
own worth. So it's been brewing for 
some time. 

I never knew how much I enjoyed 
his presence until he was gone. I still 
think he's alive, and I'm dying to 
hear his explanation. 

God! Thirty days! Sheesh! 

Chris Khalaf 
P.O. Box 925142 
Houston, TX 77292-5142 


Thanks for writing, Chris. 


* 
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Dear Dan, 

The big day has finally arrived— 
the search for Ray Palmer. Isn't it 
funny how it is going to take the Big 
Three themselves to get to the bot- 
tom of the mystery? You have to 
respect Waller for at least that, Even 
so, I hope the Wall has a plan to take 
care of the trio's investigations. If 
not, she may be the only one who 
would be able to thwart them—hence 
Ray's choice in helping to fake his 
death. Oh, I'm positive now that Ray 
is alive. I just can't wait to find out 
the reason behind this charade. Kim 
and John have me enthralled again, 
Dan. It's getting to be a habit. 

Sir Jon Johnson 
64 Indian Hill Avenue 
Portland, CT 06480 


Hey, Sir Jon. Ray Palmer is dead! He 
was killed when his apartment was 
destroyed by a bomb back in issue 
#44. 


Ahh, I just wanted to say that one 
more time for old times’ sake. 


P beans 


Dear Squaddies, 

‘Another month, another excellent 
issue of SUICIDE SQUAD. SS #59 
began what looked to be possibly the 
best plot since Apokolips. If you can 
deliver all that this issue promised... 

The cover was obviously designed 
to attract new readers, and I was 
worried for a moment that too much 
of the issue inside might be taken up 
with irritating introductions to the 
characters. But no scorecards here! I 
hope some casual Super/BaV/Aqua- 
fans did pick up this issue, and I 
hope they liked what they saw. DC 
still needs to perfect its cross-mar- 
keting techniques, though; there 
should have been some sort of men- 
tion of this even in the Super-titles’ 
text pages, no? 


I liked too many things about this 
issue to list them all: John and Kim's 
riting was at its best—fast-paced, 
insightful without being pompous. 
filled with characterization—the 
usual, in fact, only more so. John 
seems to produce better work with 
Kim than when solo, or perhaps he 
works better with a large cast; what- 
ever, SUICIDE SQUAD is still freeh, 
intriguing, and exciting after 59 

ues of the same writer (about 35 
with partner), and I can't think of 
many other titles I could say the 
same for. The art was also-excellent; 
being barely able to draw stick-men 
myself, I never feel qualified to criti- 
cize art beyond saying that I like it. 
Sorry to the artists for not spending 
as much time singing their praises as 
Ido the writers. 

Some constructive criticism (I 
hope), and some things 1 especially 
enjoyed about #59: 

‘The Captains of Industry: Fither use 
them properly as guest stars some- 
where, or make the decent characters 
join another group, or else forget them. 
Currently they just pop up for no real 
good reason and waste space. 

Issue #58: Since distribution of 
WAR OF THE GODS and related 
titles would appear to be completely 
random, some information on what 
happened to the rich and varied sup- 
porting cast would have been appre- 
ciated. John Henry, for instance? And 
Silver Swan? 

Batman and Oracle: Wondorful. 

Deadshot and Boomerang and 
Cray: Also wonderful. I had no idea 
Harkness was such a nasty piece of 
work; like, I suspect, most characters 
in the book, I underestimated him. 

‘The Jihad and Hayoth: The Jihad 
is fine as long as Rustam is still 
dead. The Hayoth I approve of— 
Ramban, especially 

The Micro/Force: I hope Waller will 
step on them. 

“Chessmen Agenda”: Oho, a cons 

acy! I like it, corny though it so 
This “Director” fellow—Kobra, by any 
chance? Or Jess sinister? 
* SUICIDE SQUAD: Nobody has 
died for a whole YEAR! Vixen has 
left, which is nearly as good. The 
New Thinker would not be missed. It 
looks like one of Lawton and 
Harkness will have to go. Ah, well, 
perhaps Punch and Jewelee will 
return to replace them, 

‘And one last thing: Is Ben subcon- 
scioualy trying to lok like Ravan did 
with that beard? The two seemed to 
share some psychological link. 


Keep up the good work—I notice 

that #62 will be your fifth Anniver- 

sary (due to the bimonthly Janus 

Directive issues), so—double sized? 
Go on.. 

‘Tom Ewing 

72 Kennel Lane 

Fetcham, Surrey 

England 


Not much going on in the Captains 
of Industry department, Tom, but 
John Henry Martin appears in our 
next major storyline. As for Silver 
‘Swan, I guess she returned to wher 
ever she came from. I haven't read the 
end of the crossover, 80 I can't be 
If one of you would care to write in 
Gust one of you, now—I don? want to 
read 20 of these) and explain what 
hoppenes to our characters during 

OF THE GODS, I'll gladly 
print your letter as an addendum; 
new readers will find it invaluable. 

Td like to take a couple of inches of 
column space here to discuss cross- 
overs in general terms. Bearing in 
mind the perpetual suspension of dis- 
belief required by all super-hero-ori- 
ented stories, I always wonder how 
aware the characters themselves are 
of the “greater cosmic forces” in the 
air during crossover months. Any 
hero who's been at it for more than a 
year has got to be able to recognize 
the signs, and to expect reality-warp- 
ing happenings. Even Batman (as 
straightforward a character as you'll 
find prowling around the DC 
Universe) periodically gets caught up 
in a yearly mystical or technological 
whirlwind of continuity: So I'm 
thinking we should actually empha- 
size this sort of thing. 

Because Red Skies or Gene-bomb 
effects aren't the only harbingers of 
impending crossover pyrotechnics... 

ly god!” cries some innocent 
bystander in Gotham City. “We're real- 
ly in for it now! I just heard the 
Outsiders got back together! Dark 
forces beyond human comprehension 
cant be far behind!” 

“That's not all, I'm afraid,” says 
his wife. “Firestorm is in town, and 
three members of Infinity, Inc. were 
geen with a couple of guys from 
Checkmate!” 

“Gosh, honey, I hope we'll still exist 
when all this is over...” 


Well, maybe not. 
But T'm sure we'll perfect the art of 
the crossover one of these days. 


Incidentally, folks, I recommend 
the SUPERMAN titles if you don't 
read them already. Even if they did 
forget to plug the Superman oppear- 
ance in SQUAD. 


Dear Dan, 

Aquaman! Batman! Superman! 
Wow! What an explosive way of 
starting “Legerdemain.” And if that's 
not enough to satisfy some people, it 
looks like both the Hayoth and the 
Jihad are just around the corner. 
With all this going on, it 


that you managed to squeeze in the 
‘Squad also. I'm really glad that you 
mentioned that the new storyline is 
being stretched to four. As thrilled as 
I was about the “Dragon's Hoard,” I 
felt that the conclusion was rushed. I 
was really looking forward to the 
rematch between Bronze Tiger and 
Catseye, and I’have to say that I was 
disappointed with the results. I 
understand that you guys to tie 
up all the other plotlines, but good, 
memorable fights (and scenes) take 
more than one page to settle. Please 
do not end “Legerdemain” in the 
rushed manner like you did with the 
“Dragon's Hoard.” If you must, 

the storyline to five. It looks 
tike Captain ‘and Lawton 
will finally have a confrontation. 
Personally, I don't mind if they kill 
one another. It’ bait time other 


Squads Teputation.. 
reasons I want them to die are 
quite obvious. The Captain is getting 
to be very irritating, and besides, his 
powers (or should I say gimmicks) 
are stupid. Lawton is not as “cool” as 
he used to be since he dropped the 
name Deadshot. I don't care ubout 
Lawton’s old costume, but I think 
every member should have a nick- 
name. Even Amanda has “The Wall.” 
I won't really mind if you kill off any 
other member of the group besides 
these two, as long as it's not a female 
member. With Vixen gone and Poison 
Ivy incapacitated, the only real 
female field operative left ia Night- 
shade. One final request: In future 
storylines, I would like to see the 
Squad hired to go against other 
superpowered mercenary groups 
such as the Society of Sin, and crimi- 
nal masterminds such as Ra’ 
Ghul and the Joker. Think about it. 
Robert Hemedes 


606 Alvarado Avenue * 


Apt #78 
Davis, CA 95616 


PS. Is there any chance of seeing 
Cheshire, Deadline, Huntress, Lady 
Shiva, Punch and Jewelee, Speedy or 
the Terminator in future issues? 


Deadline, huh? Well, I1l see what I 
can do... 
Thanks for writing, Robert. 


aeeee 


Mr. Rasplet 
RE: SUICIDE SQUAD 
Legerdemain—aleight of hand. It 
appears we may seo plenty of trick- 


ery and deceit in this new storyline. F 


The escape,or murder, of Marlo. The 
truth behind what happened to Ray 
Palmer. (Personally, I think John 


Ostrander has Ray trapped in o pill 
edi 


with bis wife, Boomerang and Crey 
planning on taking out Lawton. All 
of these things have the potential to 
be exciting storylines, but I believe 
the most fascinating bit of this four- 
parter is the three big guest stars. 
Superman, Batman, and Aquaman 
(my favorite) together again after 


years apart. Once they were the stal- 
warts of the Justice League, now 
they get to meet once again here in 
SUICIDE SQUAD. Don't get me 
wrong, I love the new League, but it's 
nice to see bits and pieces of the old 
every once in a while. I'm a relative 
newcomer to this book, but I feel that 
this is the perfect place to see these 
heroes together. Where else should 
they appear but in a book about their 
enemies. The irony is beautiful. 

One final note: Please stop killing 
Firestorm. villains. I loved John's 
work on Firestorm, but that doesn't 
give him the right to kill every villain 
from that book that he did not create. 
1 also did not like the inclusion of 
“the Writer” in the last issue. Lastly, 

lease do not attempt to include Kid 

ternity in this comic. It would not 
work. 

Besides those small gripes, I really 

the series and see great things 
in the future. 
Good day, 


Shaggie D. Matthews 
3413 Killimore Court, 
Tallahassee, FL 32308 


P.S. Please show more of the 
ptains of Industry. 


There are no particular plans for 
the Captains, Shaggie. 


‘THE NEXT ISSUE BOX DeLUXE: 
SUICIDE SQUAD #63 is a pro- 
logue of sorts to our next major 
storyline, and at the same time is 
a “beat” issue. We'll collect our- 
Ives, catch up with some old 
ends, and prepare for the most 
important mission the Squad has 
ever 

PLUS, you don’t want to miss 
the new batch of DC villains work- 
ing for : Shrapnel, Deadline, 
Blockbuster, Bolt” gr and Sudden 


